Glossary

The numbers given at the end of definitions refer to the entry numbers in this catalogue.

1. Sword Type
Chokuto:

Daisho:

Hoko:

Katana:

Ken:
Naginata:
Nagamaki:

Naginata-naoshi:

Jokoto:

Koto:
Shinto :

Shin-Shinto :

Gendaito:
Showato:
Tachi:
Ko-dachi :

Tanto:

Sun-nobi tanto:

Wakizashi :

Yari:

Fukuro-yari:

Jumonji-yari:

Omi-yari:

Sasaho-yari:

Su-yari:

The Sword and its Parts

Earliest form of swords without curvature; produced before curved swords were
created. 56.

A pair of katana (long sword) and wakizashi (medium-long sword); literally: large-
small.

A primitive form of spear with a tang formed as a socket in a shape capable of fitting
the handle inside it. Other types of blades called naginata and yari were later
innovations from this form. An original example dating from the Nara Period still
exists to this day.

A curved blade longer than 60cm. Worn encased in the uchigatana style mounting
stuck in the waist sash with its edge facing up, and signed on the side away from the
body when thus worn. 2.

A double-edged straight blade with a ridge at the center on both sides.
Halberd.

Another name given to naginata originating from a style of mounting used on
naginata blades with along cord-wrapped hilt. It properly means a type of mounting
with such a hilt.

Blades made into katana or wakizashi by shortening the tang and cutting a part of the
tip of the back of the naginata to make the blade narrower and straighter. 43.

Comprehensive name given to all straight swords (chokutd) made prior to the
invention of curved swords; between ca. 4th and the mid-10th centuries (lit. ancient
sword).

Literally “old sword”; made between the middle Heian period (ca. mid-10th
century) and the Muromachi period (late 16th century).

Literally “new sword”; made during the period between the late 16th century late
18th century.

Literally “neo new-sword”; made between An’ei era (late 18th century) until the
promulgation of the Haité-rei (Edict prohibiting the wearing of the Japanese sword)
in the 9th year of Meiji (1876).

Literally contemporary swords made since 1876, in accordance with traditional
sword-making technology including charcoal furnace and sand iron ore.

Swords produced between 1926 and 1945, specifically for use in the last World War;
machine made and of little artistic value.

A curved blade longer than 60cm often made before the early Muromachi period;
worn suspended by means of a cord from the girdle with the cutting edge downward
and the mei shown on the side away from the body. 5.

A small size tachi ca. 60cm or less. 57.
A dagger or short blade, less than 30cm in length. 1.

Ridgeless tantd slightly over 30cm and close to wakizashi measurements; many of
them date from the Nambokuché period. 3.

A blade measuring between 30 and 60cm. in length; worn in addition to katana by
samurai since Muromachi days. With the arrival of the Edo period, some priviledged
merchants and farmers also wore it occasionally. 38.

Spear; a type of blade originating from the hoko, made for thrusting with along pole
attached as a handle; extant examples are mostly from the mid-Muromachi period
and later.

A kind of yari whose tang is formed as a socket in a shape capable of fitting the
handle inside it instead of thrusting the tang inside the handle as in nearly all other
yari; sometimes used without the handle as a tanto because the tang in the socket
shape functioned as the handle when worn stuck through the waist sash; since the
middle ages it has often been traditionally called kikuchi-yari.

A cross shape yari devised to have two branch arms (each with pointand both edges
sharp) on both sides of the sharp edged middle section.

An unusually long yari in plain shape measuring about 60cm or more.

Ayariwith a wide thrusting section with the transverse width of plain yar: extended
to look like a bamboo leaf.

Yari of plain, straight shape with sharp edges on both sides.
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2. Parts of the Japanese Sword

Patterns of hamon in the point produced by heat treatment
following the clay coating on the blade surface. 1.

Sharp edge of the blade including the area where more
intensive heat treatment is executed to produce various
temper patterns. 32.

blade length.

Notch (machi) on the cutting edge side of the blade at the
beginning of the tang. 27.

Patterns along the sharp edge; literally, edge pattern. 12.
blade edge.

Blade surface between the temper pattern (hamon) and the
ridge line. 32.

Various steel texture patterns on the ji; kitae-hada.
Thickness of the blade.

Point of the blade (sometimes called bashi).
Continuation of ridge line at the point.

Signature, date and other inscriptions mostly chiseled but
occasionally carved in the tang.

Rivet hold in the tang (may be more than one, done at
different times) 46.

Width at the mid point of the blade.

The point near the tip of the blade where the Ko-shinogi,
shinogi, and yokote meet.

Striking area located approx one-fourth of the length of the
blade from the point. 2.

Width of blade measured at machi.
Back of the blade, opposite the cutting edge. 1.
Notch on the back of the blade at the beginning of the tang.

An imaginary straight line between tip of the point and the
mune-machi, measured to record the length of the blade.

Tang of the blade; its length is measured separately from the
blade section.

Shape of the tip of the tang.
Width of blade at yokote.

Longitudinal ridge between the edge and the back, usually
closer to the back.

Blade surface between the ridge (shinogi) and the back (mune).
51.

Blade curvature; the greatest distance measured between the
mune and the imaginary straight line connecting the point
and mune-machi. 3.

Width of surface of blade exposed to more intense heat
treatment.

File-marks on the tang.

Dividing line (transverse ridge) between the surface of the
blade and the point.



3. Shapes of the Japanese Sword (Tsukuri-komi; often pronounced zukuri when preceded by
explanatory word.)

Hira-zukuri:

Kanmuri-
otoshi-zukuri
(Unokubi-zukuri):

Katakiriha-
2ukuri:

Kirtha-zukuri:

Kissaki-
moroha-zukuri :

Moroha-zukuri:

Shinogi-zukuri:

Shobu-zukuri :

Unokubi-zukuri :

Hira-zukuri

A flat or ridgeless blade; mostly found in the oldest blades (jokotd) but later the
ordinary shape for tanté and ko-wakizashi from Heian times onward. 1.

A blade (tantd or short wakizashi) with shinogi-ji thinned down in the middle part but
retaining the full thickness at the kissaki and the butt end. Kanmuri-otoshi-zukuri and
unokubi-zukuri are sometimes used to mean the same blade structure, but recently a
definition that kanmuri-otoshi-zukuri is a structure with the shinogi reaching the tip of
the point while unokubi-zukuri is one with the shinogi stopping at the back below the
point is more predominant.

Ablade ridged (kiriha-zukuri) on the side and flat (hira-zukuri) on the other side; may
be found in all periods but was most frequently used in the Momoyama period.

A blade with a ridge placed nearer the cutting edge and the same distance from it
thoroughout its length ; older shape next to hira-zukuri; limited to jokotd and their
later copies.

A ridged blade; usually a tachz, with a double-edged kis&aki; exemplified in the
famous “Kogarasumaru” attributed to Amakuni (Imperial Collection).

A double-edged blade with a ridge and slight curvature; usually a tanté. 37.

A blade with a longitudinal ridge as well as a transverse ridge (yokote) at the point;
the most common form of the Japanese sword. 2.

A ridged blade without yokote, shaped like a leaf of iris.

Literally “cormorant-head” shape. See kanmuri-otoshi-zukuri:.

Kiriha-zukuri Katakiriha-zukuri Shinogi-zukuri



Kissaki-moroha-zukuri Moroha-zukuri Unokubi-zukuri Kanmuri-otoshi-zukuri Shobu-zukuri

(Kanmuri-otoshi-
zukuri)

4. Curvature (sor:; often pronounced zori when preceded by explanatory word.)

Koshi-zori:

Mu-zori:

Naka-zort
(Torii-zori):

Saki-zori:

Sori-asai
(Sori-hikuz):

Sori-fukai
(Sori-tsuyor):

Takenoko-zori:

The center of curvature closer to the tang than to the point; seen in many fine
swords produced in Bizen during the late Heian and early Kamakura period; it is
also called Bizen-zori. Was also the type of sori of many of the oldest swords of other
provinces made during the earliest part of sword history. 10.

Straight cutting section without curvature. 1, 15.

The center of curvature at mid-point of blade; seen in many fine Yamashiro or
Kyoto blades. Itis sometimes called Kyo-zori; also sometimes called Torii-zori because
of the symmetrical shape of the curve which resembles the entrance gate to the
shrines known as torit. Many tachi works produced in the middle to late Kamakura
period are of this kind.

Curvature increasing slightly near the point; found in katana made in the late
Muromachi period. 30, 40.

Shallow or modest curvature.

Marked or deep curvature.

Similar to uchi-zori but the edge of the point is a flattened curve; found typically in
Norishige tant, and also some works made in the Shin-shinto period, as well as some
dating from the late Kamakura and Muromachi periods. 44.




Ko-gissaki:
Ko-gissaki nobiru:
O-gissaki:

6. Ridge (shinog?)
Shinogi:

Shinogi-hikui:

Small point mostly found on the oldest swords made during the Heian and early
Kamakura eras.

Small point slightly longer than usual. 5.

Large point found on Nambokuch6 — early Shinto and Shin-shinto works. 4.

Ridge. 2.

Flat or low ridge (relatively thin blade).



















































